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L ieutenant W illiam L. Mineo of 
Newton w rites Rev. and Mrs. R. R. 
F inlayson of Newton from  England, 
where he is stationed w ith  the U n it­
ed S ta tes A rm y A ir Force: “I  re ­
m embered ton igh t th a t I  had prom is­
ed you folks a le tte r  when I w as home 
on leave la s t fall. No doubt you have 
learned by now th a t I  am  in England. 
Some of the concepts I  had before I  
came here w ere a b it jostled and 
changed a fte r  I had seen a b it of the 
country.
“All in all I  believe the Englishm an 
has been painted too ste rn  and w ith ­
draw n and their lack of w it and sense 
of hum or has been overemphasized. 
F rom  w hat contact I ’ve had w ith 
them, they  are easier to  become ac­
quainted w ith  and friendlier th an  I 
had been led to believe, and some of 
them  have a m uch b e tte r sense of 
hum or th an  m any Am ericans.
“Before I  run  out of space I  do 
w an t to  com ment on Scotland and I ’m 
sure th a t will in te rest you. I  w as 
there for ju s t a  short while recently  
bu t I  saw  enough to understand why 
the Scots love i t  so. Personally, I  
th ink  it  is beautiful and i t  has a 
g rand  climate. In  the middle of w in­
te r  the trees, g rass and shrubbery up 
there  are about as green as if i t  were 
midsummer. I  hope I ’ll have the  op­
portun ity  to v isit i t  more thoroughly 
soon.”
* * * * * *
L ieutenant Raymond W. W agner 
Jr. w rites his m other, Mrs. Raymond 
W agner of near Newton, from  over­
seas under date of Ja n u a ry  11: 
“Well how is everybody over there. 
I ’m  ju s t fine myself. I  go t another 
le tte r  from  you today, November 16 
w as the date. My m ail is im proving 
some now. I  g e t a few  m ore and I ’m 
sure glad of it.
“I  sure hope I  ge t m y C hristm as 
package soon, so I  can see baby’s 
picture. T hat Gerald m ust be quite 
a guy. Tell him  I  said ‘Hello.’ Tell 
him  I  will be home by and by.
“I  had a little  fun yesterday out on 
the trail. We w ere coming along the 
tra il and a heard  a  noise in the trees 
overhead. I  looked up and saw  a  big 
m onkey going like the house afire. 
He finally stopped and I  took careful 
aim  w ith  m y carbine and fired. He 
ju s t le t all holds loose and down he 
came. One of the natives who was 
w ith  me w ent over and got him. He 
had a  big long ta il and weighed sixty- 
five pounds.
“I  shot him  rig h t through the top 
of the head, I  had m y picture taken  
w ith  him. I  w as holding him  up by 
the tail. I  hope to get some of the 
pictures, too. I  have seen a lo t of 
sights over here so far. I  w alk m ost 
of the time. Think nothing of w alk­
ing tw enty  miles a day.”
* * * * * *
The following poem w as w ritten  by j 
S ta ff Sergeant W illiam A. Glass for 
his wife now in Duck Hill, Mississippi. 
Lovely Thoughts 
Now we have a  vacan t 
Lot w ith lots of apple trees,
B ut soon, there will be a 
Porch, two lovers in the breeze.
F or we are planning a little  home 
F or two and maybe three.
You know, a  little  to t to call our own, 
And hold upon our knee.
I  know we h a th  w ith  all our hearts, 
A re planning and all this;
As we hug and snuggle closer,
And seal it w ith  a  kiss.
If  some unexpected happening,
Should all our dream s destroy,
And we couldn’t  have 
A sweet little g irl or boy,
Or a hom e for ju s t us two 
W ith each others love to  share.
Then we can say, ’tw as for the best, 
As we le ft things in His care.
^
In ten t upon m astering  the mys- .. 
teries of operating a radio set from  i 
rumbling, rolling tanks and half- > 
tracks, a new class of enlisted men i; 
have now reported to the A rm ored \ 
School Communication D epartm ent ! 
a t  F o rt Knox, Kentucky, upon orders ? 
of M ajor General Charles L. Scott, j 
chief of the Arm ored Command.
Among these soldier students was I 
P riva te  F irs t Class Robert F. F ear, \ 
son of Mr. and Mrs. D. A. F ear of 
Willow Hill
The school tra in s annually the 
thousands of officers and enlisted 
technicians for the divisions and sep­
a ra te  tank  battalions th a t m ake up 
the mobile, powerful Arm ored Com­
mand. Com m andant of the school is 
B rigadier General Joseph A. Holly.
The Communication D epartm ent is 
one of the eight in the school.
sfs sfc si* *  *
A t the preflight school of the San 
Antonio, Texas, Aviation Cadet cen­
te r  238 cadets from  Illinois, including 
Ralph C. Schackm ann from  Newton, 
are receiving tra in ing  designed to
mold them  into A rm y Air Forces 
pilots.
The nine-week course a t the cadet 
center prepares the cadets for actual 
flight training. Curriculum includes I 
physics, m athem atics, code, naval and 
a irc ra ft identification as well as rig ­
orous physical tra in ing  schedules. 
Completion of p reflight school will 
bring prom otion to  the aerial class­
rooms of p rim ary  schools.
$  ^ ¥
Sergeant R ay G riffith  has w ritten  
his parents, Mr. and Mrs Alva Grif­
fith  of Yale, th a t he has been on a 
W ar Bond drive since rejoining his 
ba tte ry  a t  Point Richmond, Califor­
nia. He said th a t  -his cap ta in  stated  
th a t he had been ordered to pick out 
twelve of his best men to take their 
guns and go to San Francisco to 
dem onstrate the ir artillery . He was 
quite pleased w ith the work they  did.
Finally, on S aturday  night, Ray 
talked on the radio about ninety milli­
m eter guns.
* * * * * *
Appointm ent of Miss Mildred Cath- ! 
erine Krone of D ieterich to the Arm y 
N urse Corps, w ith  the ran k  of second 
lieutenant, has been announced by 
M ajor General H. S. Aurand, com­
m anding the Sixth Service Command, 
w ith headquarters in Chicago.
Miss Krone w as graduated  from  j 
E ffingham  high school and has p rac­
ticed nursing for the V eterans’ A d - ; 
m inistration  a t  A lexandria, Louisiana 
and Hines. She has been assigned to 
Camp McCoy, Wisconsin.
* * * * * *
Mrs. A nna F ear of Newton has re ­
ceived word th a t  her grand-son, Wil­
liam  E Erwin, is in the sta tion  hos­
pita l a t  F o rt Jackson, South Carolina, 
convalescing following an operation 
for appendicitis. He is in a  m echan­
ized C avalry regim ent.
His address is P riva te W illiam E. 
Erwin, ward, 28, S tation hospital 1,
■ F o rt Jackson, South Carolina.
* * * * * *
S taff S ergeant Lowell B. S tory is 
spending a  two w eeks’ furlough w ith 
his parents, Rev. and Mrs. Jam es T.
• S tory  of W heeler vicinity. He has 
; been in Europe for two years, par-
• tic ipating  in the N orth  A frican and 
L Ita lian  cam paigns w ith  a  Medical
battalion. He will repo rt to  Camp
j Logan, Colorado, from  here. He is
5 in fine health.
* * * * * *
[ P riva te  Don Em ery, who is some- j 
where in England, w rites his fa ther, \ 
t F ra n k  Em ery of Newton, th a t  he is ! 
j well and has visited m any im portan t 
3 places there. He would like to  hear 
r from  his friends. W rite in care of 
F ran k  Em ery, Newton.
j * * * * * *
5 P riva te  Hom er L. C lark is now a t .
5 Jefferson B arracks, Missouri, where j 
3 he is receiving his basic train ing. He 
3 will then be sent to a  prefligh t school 
. for special study before tak ing  up 
his flying training.
 ^ * * * * * *
! Don Bower has been prom oted to 
j seam an firs t class and will soon come 
3 up for exam ination as yeom an third 
£ class in the Navy, his wife has learn- 
t ed. He is in the H aw aiian islands.
-------P--------
